
SUPREME COURT OF KENTUCKY 

DECEMBER 19, 2024 RULINGS 

RELEASED: 10:00 A.M. 

 

117. JAMES JAVONTE CRITE V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2022-SC-0541-DG 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

DAVIESS 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE THOMPSON AFFIRMING Questions Presented: 

Criminal Law. Fourth Amendment. Search and 
Seizure. Landlord/Tenant. Community Caretaking. 
Issues include whether the police violated a 
tenant’s Fourth Amendment rights when: (1) the 
schizophrenic tenant, a convicted felon, ripped 
wiring from his apartment walls while he was off 
his medication; (2) the landlord, who the tenant’s 
brother asked to repair the damage, requested that 
the police meet her and the electrician at the 
apartment due to safety concerns; and (3) at the 
landlord’s insistence, the police sweep the 
apartment for hidden threats and discover an AR-
style rifle in plain view. 

 ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

 

118. BLAKE JEFFREYS V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0086-DG 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

JEFFERSON 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE CONLEY AFFIRMING Questions Presented: 

Criminal Law. Promoting Human Trafficking. 
KRS 529.130. Service Fee. Indigency. Issues 
include whether a court may waive the fee 
required by KRS 529.130 for an indigent 
defendant, or, rather, is the fee akin to a driving 
under the influence service fee which is an 
“administrative function” not subject to waiver. 

 ALL SITTING. VANMETER, C.J.; BISIG, 
LAMBERT, KELLER, AND NICKELL, JJ., 
CONCUR. THOMPSON, J., DISSENTS BY 
SEPARATE OPINION. 

 

http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2022-SC-0541-DG.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0086-DG.pdf
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119. COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY V. 
KEVIN MASTER 

2023-SC-0101-DG 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

KENTON 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE CONLEY AFFIRMING AND 
REMANDING 

Questions Presented: 
Criminal Law. Search Warrants. Probable Cause. 
Child Pornography. Issues include whether the 
defendant’s receipt of a child sex doll, a legal 
item, provided the police with probable cause to 
obtain a warrant to search the defendant’s 
electronic devices for child pornography. 

 ALL SITTING. LAMBERT, NICKELL, 
AND THOMPSON, JJ., CONCUR. 
LAMBERT, J., ALSO CONCURS BY 
SEPARATE OPINION IN WHICH 
THOMPSON, J., JOINS. VANMETER, C.J., 
CONCURS IN PART AND DISSENTS IN 
PART WITH SEPARATE OPINION IN 
WHICH BISIG AND KELLER, JJ., JOIN. 

 

120. TYLER STORY V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0106-DG 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

CAMPBELL 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE BISIG REVERSING, 
VACATING, AND REMANDING 

Questions Presented: 
Criminal Law. Driving Under the Influence. 
Evidence. KRS 189A.103(7). Questions include 
whether the Commonwealth may use the results of 
an independent blood test obtained pursuant to 
KRS 189A.103(7) as evidence the defendant was 
intoxicated. 

 ALL SITTING. CONLEY, LAMBERT, 
AND THOMPSON, JJ., CONCUR. 
KELLER, J., CONCURS BY SEPARATE 
OPINION IN WHICH CONLEY AND 
THOMPSON, JJ., JOIN. VANMETER, C.J., 
CONCURS IN PART AND DISSENTS IN 
PART BY SEPARATE OPINION IN 
WHICH NICKELL, J., JOINS. 

 

121. SUSAN SHEEHY V. 
HENRY VOLENTINE, INDIVIDUALLY, 
ET AL. 

2023-SC-0129-DG 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

HARDIN 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE CONLEY REVERSING AND 
REMANDING 

Questions Presented: 
Torts. Qualified Official Immunity. Police Chase. 
Issues involve the pertinent pursuit policy of the 
sheriff’s office as impacting ministerial versus 
discretionary duties. 

 ALL SITTING. VANMETER, C.J.; BISIG, 
KELLER, LAMBERT, AND NICKELL, JJ., 
CONCUR. THOMPSON, J., CONCURS BY 
SEPARATE OPINION. 

 

http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0101-DG.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0106-DG.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0129-DG.pdf
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122. BRANDON WOODSIDE V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0141-MR 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

HARDIN 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE LAMBERT AFFIRMING Questions Presented: 

Cross-Examination. Confrontation Clause. 
Witness Credibility. Bias. Issues include whether 
trial court erred by limiting appellant’s cross-
examination of the victim’s immigration status to 
show bias or character for untruthfulness. 

 ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

 

123. DONNA MILLER BRUENGER, ET AL. V. 
COURTENAY ANN MILLER 

2023-SC-0156-DG 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

JEFFERSON 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE NICKELL AFFIRMING IN 
PART, REVERSING IN PART 

Questions Presented: 
Sanctions. RAP 11(B)(3). Issues involve “costs” 
sanctions imposed by the Court of Appeals, 
including attorney’s fees, for filing a frivolous 
appeal. 

 ALL SITTING. VANMETER, C.J.; 
CONLEY, KELLER, LAMBERT, AND 
THOMPSON, JJ., CONCUR. BISIG, J., 
CONCURS IN PART AND DISSENTS IN 
PART BY SEPARATE OPINION. 

 

124. COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY, 
TRANSPORTATION CABINET, 
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS V. 
LEAH ATKINSON, ET AL. 

2023-SC-0173-DG 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

FLOYD 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE KELLER AFFIRMING Questions Presented: 

Real Property. Eminent Domain. Fair Market 
Value. Subsurface Minerals. Issues include 
whether the circuit court should have excluded the 
landowners’ expert’s testimony regarding the 
value of the coal-containing property because the 
expert used an income approach that considered 
the present value of potential future coal royalties. 

 ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

 

http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0141-MR.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0156-DG.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0173-DG.pdf
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125. STATE AUTO PROPERTY & CASUALTY 
COMPANY, ET AL. V. 
GREENVILLE CUMBERLAND 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2023-SC-0220-DG 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

MUHLENBERG 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE LAMBERT AFFIRMING AND 
REMANDING 

Questions Presented: 
Contracts. Insurance. Collapse. Questions include 
the definition of the term collapse under the policy 
and whether this Court should reconsider its 
interpretation of the term. 

 ALL SITTING. BISIG, CONLEY, 
KELLER, AND THOMPSON, JJ., 
CONCUR. VANMETER, C.J., DISSENTS 
BY SEPARATE OPINION IN WHICH 
NICKELL, J., JOINS. 

 

126. MOTORISTS MUTUAL INSURANCE 
COMPANY V. 
FIRST SPECIALTY INSURANCE CORP. 

2023-SC-0239-DG 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

JEFFERSON 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY CHIEF 
JUSTICE VANMETER REVERSING Questions Presented: 

Contract. Insurance. Commercial General 
Liability. Priority. Other-Insurance Clauses. Issues 
include the effect of the companies’ competing 
other-insurance clauses. Is First Specialty’s other-
insurance clause an excess clause, which is 
mutually repugnant to Motorists Mutual’s excess 
clause, or a nonstandard escape clause, which 
prevails over Motorists Mutual’s excess clause? 

 ALL SITTING. BISIG, LAMBERT, AND 
NICKELL, JJ., CONCUR. CONLEY, J., 
CONCURS IN PART AND DISSENTS IN 
PART BY SEPARATE OPINION IN 
WHICH KELLER AND THOMPSON, JJ., 
JOIN. 

 

127. APREN POORE V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0295-MR 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

WHITLEY 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE KELLER AFFIRMING AND 
VACATING IN PART 

Questions Presented: 
Guilty Pleas. Hammer Clauses. Sentencing. Court 
Costs. Issues include whether trial court erred in 
enforcing a “hammer clause” in plea agreement 
where appellant failed to appear at sentencing due 
to being arrested in another county. 

 ALL SITTING. VANMETER, C.J.; BISIG 
AND NICKELL, JJ., CONCUR. 
LAMBERT, J., DISSENTS BY SEPARATE 
OPINION IN WHICH CONLEY AND 
THOMPSON, JJ., JOIN. 

 

http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0220-DG.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0239-DG.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0295-MR.pdf
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128. DAVID VINCENT V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0311-DG 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

METCALFE 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE THOMPSON REVERSING 
AND REMANDING 

Questions Presented: 
Criminal Law. Fourth Amendment. Traffic Stop. 
Mistake of Law. Informant Tips. Issues include 
whether a police officer had reasonable suspicion 
to stop the defendant when: (1) a reliable 
informant contacted the officer and alleged that 
the defendant and his passenger were behaving 
strangely and appeared to be high while at a local 
gas station; (2) the officer observed the 
defendant’s vehicle at the gas station and noticed 
that it was equipped with forward-facing red 
lights; (3) the officer knew that a recently enacted 
law banned forward-facing red lights but did not 
know the law’s effective date; (4) the law became 
effective 11 days after the traffic stop; and (5) the 
officer testified that he stopped the defendant to 
give him a warning about the red lights.  

 ALL SITTING. CONLEY, LAMBERT, 
AND NICKELL, JJ., CONCUR. BISIG, J., 
CONCURS IN PART AND DISSENTS IN 
PART BY SEPARATE OPINION IN 
WHICH VANMETER, C.J., AND 
KELLER, J., JOIN IN PART. KELLER, J., 
DISSENTS BY SEPARATE OPINION IN 
WHICH VANMETER, C.J., JOINS. 

 

129. TERRY HALL V. 
BPM LUMBER, LLC, ET AL. 

2023-SC-0332-WC 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

COURT OF 
APPEALS 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE KELLER AFFIRMING Questions Presented: 

Workers’ Compensation Board. Law of the Case. 
Finality. Exhaustion of Administrative Remedies. 
Issues include whether Workers’ Compensation 
Board decision from which appellant did not 
appeal constituted the law of the case precluding 
review of those issues in the present appeal. Other 
issues include whether a party must exhaust 
administrative remedies prior to seeking judicial 
review of a workers’ compensation case. 

 ALL SITTING. VANMETER, C.J.; BISIG, 
LAMBERT, AND NICKELL, JJ., 
CONCUR. THOMPSON, J., DISSENTS BY 
SEPARATE OPINION IN WHICH 
CONLEY, J., JOINS. 

 

http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0311-DG.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0332-WC.pdf
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130. JOHN EDWARD ANDERSON V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0337-DG 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

HICKMAN 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE CONLEY REVERSING AND 
REMANDING 

Questions Presented: 
Criminal Law. Fugitive Disentitlement Doctrine. 
Appeals. Voluntary Surrender. Issues include 
whether the Court of Appeals correctly applied the 
fugitive disentitlement doctrine to dismiss a 
defendant’s appeal when: (1) the defendant failed 
to surrender himself to the jail to begin serving the 
sentence imposed by district court; (2) the circuit 
court affirmed the defendant’s conviction while 
the defendant remained at large; and (3) the 
defendant surrendered himself to law enforcement 
after the Commonwealth moved the Court of 
Appeals to dismiss his case. 

 ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

 

131. RUSSELL COLEMAN, IN HIS OFFICIAL 
CAPACITY AS ATTORNEY GENERAL 
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY V. 
JEFFERSON COUNTY BOARD OF 
EDUCATION, ET AL. 

2023-SC-0498-DG 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

JEFFERSON 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE NICKELL REVERSING Questions Presented: 

Declaratory Judgment. Special and Local 
Legislation. Equal Protection. Standing. Necessary 
Party. CR 19.01. Issues include: (1) whether 
certain provisions of Senate Bill 1, codified at 
KRS 160.370, violate the Kentucky Constitution’s 
prohibition against special and local legislation 
under the test set forth in Calloway County 
Sheriff’s Department v. Woodall, 607 S.W.3d 557 
(Ky. 2020); (2) whether the Jefferson County 
Board of Education had standing to bring suit; and 
(3) whether the Superintendent was a necessary 
party. 

 ALL SITTING. VANMETER, C.J.; 
CONLEY AND LAMBERT, JJ., CONCUR. 
VANMETER, C.J., CONCURS BY 
SEPARATE OPINION IN WHICH 
CONLEY AND LAMBERT, JJ., JOIN. 
BISIG, J., DISSENTS BY SEPARATE 
OPINION IN WHICH KELLER AND 
THOMPSON, JJ., JOIN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0337-DG.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0498-DG.pdf
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132. JOHN RAY WILLIAMS V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0499-MR 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

GRAVES 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE BISIG AFFIRMING Questions Presented: 

KRS 524.055. Witness Retaliation. KRE 404(b). 
Directed Verdict. Issues include whether the trial 
court abused its discretion by admitting evidence 
of appellant’s previous conviction for sexual abuse 
at trial of appellant’s charge of retaliating against a 
participant in a legal process. 

 ALL SITTING. VANMETER, C.J.; 
CONLEY, KELLER, LAMBERT, AND 
NICKELL, JJ., CONCUR. THOMPSON, J., 
CONCURS IN RESULT ONLY. 

 

133. COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY V. 
THOMAS RAIDER 

2023-SC-0504-DG 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

ESTILL 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE THOMPSON REVERSING Questions Presented: 

Criminal Law. Pretrial Diversion. Revocation of 
Diversion. KRS 533.256. RCr 8.04. Issues include 
whether the circuit court had authority to sua 
sponte revoke the defendant’s probation, within 
the probationary period, without a formal motion 
to revoke filed by the Commonwealth.   

 ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

 

134. W.G. YATES & SONS CONSTRUCTION 
CO. V. 
GREG HARVEY ALJ., ET AL. 

2023-SC-0525-WC 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

COURT OF 
APPEALS 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE THOMPSON REVERSING Questions Presented: 

Workers' Compensation. Going-and-Coming Rule. 
Traveling Employee Exception. Service to 
Employer Exception. Issues presented include 
whether employee's injuries were compensable 
under Kentucky's going-and-coming rule, in light 
of the traveling-employee and service-to-employer 
exceptions to the rule.  

 ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

 

http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0499-MR.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0504-DG.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0525-WC.pdf
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135. GREG COMBS, INDIVIDUALLY, AND IN 
HIS CAPACITY AS EXECUTOR OF THE 
ESTATE OF SHARON ANN COMBS, 
DECEASED, ET AL. V. 
TRACY NAPIER, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0026-DG 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

JACKSON 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY CHIEF 
JUSTICE VANMETER REVERSING Questions Presented: 

Civil Law. Estate Law. Wills. Joint Will. 
Interpretation. Intestacy. Questions include 
whether a clause in a joint will executed by a 
husband and wife appearing to limit the will’s 
effect to certain circumstances (“in the event we 
die in a common disaster or so close in time . . .”) 
applied only to the paragraph in which it was 
contained dealing with personalty or whether the 
limitation carried over into the next paragraph 
dealing with real property. 

 ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

 

136. DEBBIE APPLEMAN, ET AL. V. 
BRIANA GEBELL 

2024-SC-0137-DGE 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

BRACKEN 

 OPINION OF THE COURT BY 
JUSTICE NICKELL AFFIRMING IN 
PART, REVERSING IN PART, AND 
REMANDING 

Questions Presented: 
Family Law. Custody. KRS 403.340. KRS 
403.270. Issues include whether parent waived her 
superior right to custody. 

 ALL SITTING. VANMETER, C.J.; 
CONLEY AND LAMBERT, JJ., CONCUR. 
KELLER, J., DISSENTS BY SEPARATE 
OPINION IN WHICH BISIG AND 
THOMPSON, JJ., JOIN. 

 

137. PAUL OLIVER BROCK V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2022-SC-0147-MR 
NOT TO BE PUBLISHED 

WHITLEY 

 MEMORANDUM OPINION OF THE 
COURT AFFIRMING 

 

 ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

 

http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2024-SC-0026-DG.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2024-SC-0137-DGE.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2022-SC-0147-MR.pdf
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138. ALLISON SIMPSON V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 
AND 

2022-SC-0410-MR 
NOT TO BE PUBLISHED 

CHRISTIAN 

 NINA MORGAN V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0443-TG 
NOT TO BE PUBLISHED 

CHRISTIAN 

 MEMORANDUM OPINION OF THE 
COURT AFFIRMING 

 

 ALL SITTING. VANMETER, C.J.; BISIG, 
CONLEY, KELLER, LAMBERT, AND 
NICKELL, JJ., CONCUR. THOMPSON, J., 
CONCURS IN RESULT ONLY. 

 

139. MICHAEL WAYNE VIA V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2022-SC-0453-MR 
NOT TO BE PUBLISHED 

JEFFERSON 

 MEMORANDUM OPINION OF THE 
COURT AFFIRMING 

 

 ALL SITTING. VANMETER, C.J.; BISIG, 
CONLEY, KELLER, LAMBERT, AND 
NICKELL, JJ., CONCUR. THOMPSON, J., 
CONCURS IN PART AND DISSENTS IN 
PART BY SEPARATE OPINION. 

 

140. BRAD WILLIAMS V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0075-MR 
NOT TO BE PUBLISHED 

KENTON 

 MEMORANDUM OPINION OF THE 
COURT AFFIRMING 

 

 ALL SITTING. VANMETER, C.J.; BISIG, 
KELLER, LAMBERT, AND NICKELL, JJ., 
CONCUR. THOMPSON, J., DISSENTS BY 
SEPARATE OPINION IN WHICH 
CONLEY, J., JOINS. 

 

141. TYJUAN MONTRELL MANNING V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0372-MR 
NOT TO BE PUBLISHED 

BUTLER 

 MEMORANDUM OPINION OF THE 
COURT AFFIRMING 

 

 ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

 

http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2022-SC-0410-MR.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0443-TG.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2022-SC-0453-MR.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0075-MR.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0372-MR.pdf
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142. WILLIAM B. JACKSON V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0398-MR 
NOT TO BE PUBLISHED 

FRANKLIN 

 MEMORANDUM OPINION OF THE 
COURT AFFIRMING 

 

 ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

 

143. SCOTT HURLEY V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0442-MR 
NOT TO BE PUBLISHED 

PIKE 

 MEMORANDUM OPINION OF THE 
COURT AFFIRMING 

 

 ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

 

144. ALFREDO MARTINEZ V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0548-MR 
NOT TO BE PUBLISHED 

BOONE 

 MEMORANDUM OPINION OF THE 
COURT AFFIRMING 

 

 ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

 

OPINION AND ORDERS - December 19, 2024 

DONALD RAY VIOLETT V. 
LARRY E. THOMPSON, ET AL. 

OPINION AND ORDER DENYING PETITION 
FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS 

2023-SC-0447-OA 
NOT TO BE PUBLISHED 

OLDHAM 

VANMETER, C.J.; BISIG, CONLEY, KELLER, 
LAMBERT, AND NICKELL, JJ., SITTING. ALL 
CONCUR. THOMPSON, J., NOT SITTING. 

  

   

http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0398-MR.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0442-MR.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0548-MR.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0447-OA.pdf
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OPINION AND ORDERS - December 19, 2024 

CHERI WINSTEAD, ADMINISTRATRIX OF THE 
ESTATE OF LANDON NOKES V. 
PATRICIA MORRIS, ET AL. 

OPINION AND ORDER DISMISSING AS MOOT 

2023-SC-0515-MR 
NOT TO BE PUBLISHED 

JEFFERSON 

ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR.   

 
 

  

BARRY SATURDAY, ON HIS OWN BEHALF AND 
ON BEHALF OF HIS VULNERABLE FATHER, DR. 
MICHAEL F. STEPHENS V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY, ET AL. 

OPINION AND ORDER DENYING MOTION FOR 
ENLARGEMENT OF TIME TO FILE MOTION 
FOR DISCRETIONARY REVIEW, ET AL.  

2024-SC-0405-D 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

FAYETTE 

ALL SITTING. VANMETER, C.J.; BISIG, CONLEY, 
KELLER, AND NICKELL, JJ., CONCUR. 
THOMPSON, J., DISSENTS BY SEPARATE 
OPINION IN WHICH LAMBERT, J., JOINS. 

  

 

OPINION - December 19, 2024 

IN RE: PERRY THOMAS RYAN  

& 

IN RE: DAVID MICHAEL WILLIAMS 

2024-SC-0199-KB 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

2024-SC-0200-KB 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

IN SUPREME 
COURT 

OPINION OF THE COURT ADOPTING DECISION 
OF KBA'S BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

 

ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

 

OPINION AND ORDER- December 19, 2024 

IN RE: GARY ALAN TABLER 

OPINION AND ORDER PERMANENTLY 
DISBARRING 

2024-SC-0198-KB 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

IN SUPREME 
COURT 

ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR.   

   

http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0515-MR.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2024-SC-0405-D.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2024-SC-0199-KB.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2024-SC-0199-KB.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2024-SC-0198-KB.pdf
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IN RE: JENNIFER LEE ZACCHEUS-MILLER 

OPINION AND ORDER TEMPORARILY 
SUSPENDING 

2024-SC-0245-KB 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

IN SUPREME 
COURT 

ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR.   

   

IN RE: MATTHEW PAUL SCHULTZ 

OPINION AND ORDER PERMANENTLY 
DISBARRING 

2024-SC-0472-KB 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

IN SUPREME 
COURT 

ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR.   

   

IN RE: SCOTT WHITE 

OPINION AND ORDER GRANTING MOTION 
FOR NEGOTIATED SANCTIONS  

2024-SC-0489-KB 
TO BE PUBLISHED 

IN SUPREME 
COURT 

BISIG, CONLEY, KELLER, LAMBERT, NICKELL, 
AND THOMPSON, JJ., SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 
VANMETER, C.J., NOT SITTING.  

  

 

ORDER VACATING INDEFINITE SUSPENSION - December 19, 2024 

IN RE: GERALD DOUGLAS DEROSSETT 

ORDER VACATING INDEFINITE SUSPENSION 

2024-SC-0194-KB IN SUPREME 
COURT 

ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR.   

   

 

ORDER GRANTING DISCRETIONARY REVIEW (ORAL ARGUMENT) - December 12, 2024 

KING-CRETE DRILLING, INC. V. 
WHITLEY COUNTY FISCAL COURT, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0232-DG WHITLEY 

   

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY V. 
H.M. 

2024-SC-0271-DG SCOTT 

   

H.M. V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2024-SC-0273-DG SCOTT 

   

http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2024-SC-0245-KB.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2024-SC-0472-KB.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2024-SC-0489-KB.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2024-SC-0194-KB.pdf
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/12317ceabbaf8b036982a82889ac8f70e7a253fa60762a35b5e1fc031c8bb6d8
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/f5ee693321fbc008765b278d6c9beffbe29abd78966b211b49d68a15b7d76414
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/59f3974b55e05e9e4a64b38596bdc6157ccc80db144800bba4bb9af1fd9d1df1
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ORDER GRANTING DISCRETIONARY REVIEW (ORAL ARGUMENT) - December 12, 2024 

ROBERT BRAUN V. 
BEARMAN INDUSTRIES, LLC, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0277-DG FAYETTE 

   

HMB PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, INC., ET AL. 
V. 
KRISTINA L. IVES, INDIVIDUALLY, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0284-DG FAYETTE 

   

HDR ENGINEERING, INC., ET AL. V. 
KRISTINA L. IVES, INDIVIDUALLY, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0289-DG FAYETTE 

   

WSP USA INC., ET AL. V. 
KRISTINA IVES, INDIVIDUALLY, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0291-DG FAYETTE 

   

HMB PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, INC., ET AL. 
V. 
JENNINGS L. COPLEY, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0295-DG FAYETTE 

   

MARCIE LYNN TROUTT AS ADMINISTRATRIX 
OF THE ESTATE OF MADELYNN NOEL TROUTT 
AND INDIVIDUALLY, ET AL. V. 
THE BAIL PROJECT, INC., ET AL. 

2024-SC-0311-DG JEFFERSON 

   

JAMES LYNCH V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0432-DG GALLATIN 

   

 

ORDER GRANTING DISCRETIONARY REVIEW, VACATING, AND REMANDING - December 
13, 2024 

TREY MCKNIGHT V. 
ADELAIDA OLVERA, MOTHER AND NEXT 
FRIEND OF H.A., A MINOR FRIEND 

2024-SC-0280-DG JEFFERSON 

   

MICHAEL O’CONNELL V. 
CHRISTOPHER THIENEMAN 

2024-SC-0281-DG JEFFERSON 

   
 

https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/c890855c15f75b7af6f3e476776d92de69565af98ade7a1b7d788f5b47d19b3b
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/73d0f132028ac7098a5aa65c7d09538008e6f57dfe4ba55dee58e6ba143ac3bc
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/779d48bfcd357add4eee9a3827a125a66104d83a9eec2c8f7d089564107454d3
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/24e03d3ef7f82f9ed17f8ce904bea98719152f4bc5728ab40f140ff02dac4a9f
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/5c1594cbbc50301b02904e7135cee97baf93875d88a55614570824ac14221d83
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/082d175fda443ec012d8b742e84079497ba51bbd4f3910eed74da511a88a4889
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/ea4b598e1680a87cd3123c01cd5dc9e54b03c85acf58cadf24cce9423e64098e
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/51039cb9012bb1f758f5c5433724d8f2cefc8a6dc419edb5b7f4f37b6d694aa7
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/77e966def3061bbc4d073a3609b26e60d53cddfcf046d29e9b871cdc989a5ed0
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ORDER GRANTING DISCRETIONARY REVIEW, MODIFYING, AND REMANDING - December 
13, 2024 

HEATHER SMITH V. 
ROBERT SMITH 

2024-SC-0329-DG ESTILL 

   

 

ORDER GRANTING DISCRETIONARY REVIEW (NO ORAL ARGUMENT) - December 12, 2024 

ADAM WHEELER, ET AL. V. 
CITY OF PIONEER VILLAGE, KENTUCKY 

2024-SC-0350-DG BULLITT 

   

 

ORDER DENYING DISCRETIONARY REVIEW - December 12, 2024 

CHRISTOPHER MCCULLUM V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0471-D JEFFERSON 

   

JOSHUA BROWN V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0505-D MADISON 

   

TIMOTHY ROBINSON V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2023-SC-0562-D LINCOLN 

   

ANTHONY B. WHELAN V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2024-SC-0073-D HART 

   

DOLLAR GENERAL PARTNERS V. 
ALIZABETH MARTIN 

KELLER AND THOMPSON, JJ., WOULD GRANT 
DISCRETIONARY REVIEW. 

2024-SC-0105-D LOGAN 

   

THOMAS BYRD LAWHON, JR. V. 
KENTUCKY TAX BILL SERVICING, INC., ET AL. 

2024-SC-0106-D OWEN 

   

THOMAS BYRD LAWHON, JR. V. 
COUNTY OF OWEN, KENTUCKY 

2024-SC-0107-D OWEN 

   

https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/1367b6b963f9667becfe127564edd0ec3c03dd0749a7b060dd94edf9056cbcc8
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/aab92201bb00b3a1cd5b34a3d8b3907c51a7703a9ce7c04a8c5630cd8ecd17a8
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/0f409596db98beb6dd5667f5c9bbc09b74894ee6a5e5438dbf192ff37f24147e
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/7243f87ef70c6579b28bb8565317102b0ed5701fa81099bef0616ea77f8278ec
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/794443af9fe87a91649e363eee21a6a85aca1127cfc57b4c4c7d11edc968e09a
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/24fd40c075aba04a4436a894c32ac468c3bffaeba9ad2079c629130521404318
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/a8bff6d2449ba026275184be6273c5332b719e36dc154e12850df4237e9d467a
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/ff73a54e7296e347ec3d125eb99c61f2e0546f4d47d60d784e38c20a2b6fc963
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/03aa38f6fde0aea727acabc5c68b45b4ba54ad38d5686fe9e9265cb9c15b40fb
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ORDER DENYING DISCRETIONARY REVIEW - December 12, 2024 

N.H. V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY, CABINET 
FOR HEALTH AND FAMILY SERVICES, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0114-DE BULLITT  

   

KYLE THOMPSON V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2024-SC-0156-D HARDIN 

   

JAMES JONES V. 
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT CABINET, ET AL. 

BISIG, LAMBERT, AND THOMPSON, JJ., WOULD 
GRANT DISCRETIONARY REVIEW. 

2024-SC-0161-D FRANKLIN 

   

MICHAEL TORRENCE V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2024-SC-0186-D JEFFERSON 

   

PHILIP EDWARDS V. 
ANDREW W. LOGSDON, ET AL. 

CONLEY, LAMBERT, AND THOMPSON, JJ., 
WOULD GRANT DISCRETIONARY REVIEW. 

2024-SC-0218-D JEFFERSON 

   

ISAAC W. BERNHEIM FOUNDATION V. 
LOUISVILLE GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY, ET 
AL. 

THOMPSON, J., NOT SITTING. 

2024-SC-0222-D BULLITT 

   

THINH NGUYEN V. 
TUE TRAN, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0272-D JEFFERSON 

   

DEMONTE WHITFIELD V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2024-SC-0298-D HARDIN 

   

TIM NOLAN V. 
A.R. 

2024-SC-0310-D CAMPBELL 

   

https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/6b8e4cefe79c9ac1804f831007043bb05f23f4cf9a25983f0172a935e3e07c34
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/9b0c46a1de0d54fccc8152d1c6e2f7e190f90d68320cbd6d7e16913b28835de4
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/4a3b32cd615d9c7d189b870505b40d9568d14628aa248cb04ca1f1438e437730
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/2566fa159581d40b02f77c23045f50771e0b29140b5f9cdb9269bdafcb4e9aac
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/ef17576369db709b08082aad52cd75223ec0c44016376af6e3da026ca44459f3
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/19a0a2de9426cba09eb2211b8fe791aaeeccde2d2c6c3ae796c1099cc6d53920
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/e9f236ce82dd16bef85792622dddd4dfb54a7fb40cd27004f9320ac72433b23f
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/f55fd3d9d6890b2143206b305d7992f1f1e92aab83f8048f747a3a4adc498986
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ORDER DENYING DISCRETIONARY REVIEW - December 12, 2024 

JOHIEM MARQUELLE BANDY V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2024-SC-0312-D KENTON 

   

STEPHEN E. WAGLER, ET AL. V. 
MASON COUNTY FISCAL COURT 

2024-SC-0316-D MASON 

   

ARTHUR C. ELZY, JR., ET AL. V. 
SHARON Q. ELZY, INDIVIDUALLY, ET AL. 

VANMETER, C.J., WOULD GRANT 
DISCRETIONARY REVIEW.  

2024-SC-0321-D JEFFERSON 

   

CHARLES A. KNOPPE V. 
THE LINCOLN NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY 

2024-SC-0322-D NELSON 

   

RICHIE MAYES V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2024-SC-0337-D FAYETTE 

   

US FRAMING INTERNATIONAL, LLC V. 
KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE, ET 
AL. 

BISIG, J., WOULD GRANT DISCRETIONARY 
REVIEW. 

2024-SC-0349-D FRANKLIN 

   

GREGORY SIMPSON V. 
ABIGAIL CAUDILL, WARDEN 

2024-SC-0406-DE FAYETTE 

   

L.W., MOTHER V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY, CABINET 
FOR HEALTH AND FAMILY SERVICES, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0480-DE MCCRACKEN 

 

https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/9ed3a446b130bc479439c451b7bcf1ec75f3b7909d73f26e25317055e079d85e
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/9de711d9da3bd5c609541ae2417bfd2e6c8579c9c57624a852ccec83b39d3279
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/7fb3b0c5d2eb2f38433f8976a01883a00cfa927a1c577fe4db0efa74d141443b
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/719b73ed9504d3a4d97b3d8d23122e53f2f5954642f67d2788d44fdecd8ce348
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/3f0fddeba857a69590a65171c48a0b49abbfab1e4986a7490d5acd0458535120
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/dd09d36f27609474591f8376bd9abb090981fe1b080194daf5e4b019b79d0fd9
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/ed83fdfd60664845e0e977c6be32bd6d39b0d45c1dec59189a5938747218c500
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/
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ORDER DENYING DISCRETIONARY REVIEW AND DEPUBLISHING - December 12, 2024 

STEVE DISMORE V. 
KENTUCKY PAROLE BOARD, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0255-D FRANKLIN 

   
B.M., ET AL. V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY, CABINET 
FOR HEALTH AND FAMILY SERVICES, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0503-DE CALLOWAY 

 

ORDER DISMISSING - November 04, 2024 

E.L.C. V. 
L.W.H., ET AL. 

2023-SC-0482-DE KENTON 

ORDER DISMISSING   

BISIG, LAMBERT, NICKELL, AND THOMPSON, 
JJ., SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

  

   

BUFFALO TRACE DISTILLERY, INC. V. 
DE'CARRDIO PEARSON, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0011-DG FRANKLIN 

ORDER GRANTING JOINT MOTION TO 
DISMISS 

  

BISIG, LAMBERT, NICKELL, AND THOMPSON, 
JJ., SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

  

   

 

ORDER DISMISSING - November 07, 2024 

DONALD VIOLETT V. 
JOHN R. GRISE 

2023-SC-0563-OA WARREN 

ORDER DISMISSING   

VANMETER, C.J.; BISIG, LAMBERT, AND 
NICKELL, JJ., SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

  

   

 

https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/31116f3c685940af0c44fef80e79eb1532454410597ecfa947f0bd08bffcc77d
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/eae5f9c8e5ce4cb96e6184573cc3a68341f2d8f82c40ed642ad87841f2d8af78
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/7935e757c0163a9b3743cc523b859fdf09c1a227167de54da244c7e5ce1e8523
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ORDER DISMISSING - November 18, 2024 

CHARLES DAMON MOORE V. 
PEGASUS INDUSTRIES/PACKAGING, LLC 

2023-SC-0246-D SHELBY 

ORDER GRANTING MOTION TO DISMISS   

BISIG, CONLEY, NICKELL, AND THOMPSON, JJ., 
SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

  

   

TERRY L. HATTON, ET AL. V. 
STEWART SMITH, ET AL. 

2024-SC-0323-D FAYETTE 

ORDER GRANTING JOINT MOTION TO 
DISMISS 

  

BISIG, CONLEY, NICKELL, AND THOMPSON, JJ., 
SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

  

   

EDDIE CARBON #266470 V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

2024-SC-0430-D HENDERSON 

ORDER DENYING MOTION FOR 
ENLARGEMENT OF TIME TO FILE MOTION 
FOR DISCRETIONARY REVIEW 

  

BISIG, CONLEY, NICKELL, AND THOMPSON, JJ., 
SITTING. ALL CONCUR. 

  

   

 

ORDER DENYING PETITION FOR REHEARING - December 19, 2024 

RAZ, INC., ET AL. V. 
MERCER COUNTY FISCAL COURT, ET AL. 

ORDER DENYING PETITION FOR REHEARING 

2022-SC-0526-DG MERCER 

ALL SITTING. VANMETER, C.J.; BISIG, CONLEY, 
KELLER, LAMBERT, AND NICKELL, JJ., CONCUR. 
THOMPSON, J., WOULD GRANT REHEARING.  

  

   

 

https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/548d46363c5ab13743d244c50aa9f0481e259f8557b5e658ff61d1ee5a1500db
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/20498d39467d189aee076bfe640a7bd9daaec8b39b0922936f3c46d48f80f22b
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/5cb40ff9f17b81a32d54ac151a8df78fb5bc84062588a41d2fd580144fdbe871
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2022-SC-0526-DG.pdf
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ORDER DENYING PETITION FOR REHEARING -December 19, 2024 

TONY LEAR V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

ORDER DENYING PETITION FOR REHEARING 

2023-SC-0152-MR OHIO 

ALL SITTING. ALL CONCUR.    

   

JONATHON BRYANT V. 
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

ORDER DENYING PETITION FOR REHEARING 

2023-SC-0218-MR ADAIR 

VANMETER, C.J.; BISIG, CONLEY, KELLER, 
LAMBERT, AND NICKELL, JJ., SITTING. ALL 
CONCUR. THOMPSON, J., NOT SITTING. 

  

 

ORDER WITHDRAWING - November 19, 2024 

IN RE: AUBREY RENEE TICER 2024-SC-0522-KB IN SUPREME 
COURT 

IN RE: GREGORY LANCASTER CECIL 2024-SC-0523-KB IN SUPREME 
COURT 

 

ORDER WITHDRAWING - November 21, 2024 

IN RE: CHRISTEN C. BLACKBURN 2024-SC-0526-KB IN SUPREME 
COURT 

 

ORDER WITHDRAWING - December 05, 2024 

MARY JO DELANEY V. 
KENTUCKY BAR ASSOCIATION 

2024-SC-0541-KB IN SUPREME 
COURT 

 

 

http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0152-MR.pdf
http://opinions.kycourts.net/sc/2023-SC-0218-MR.pdf
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/f748e7838170e86a3ff7079dcf6ca31d8dc79a91519f9983d874c8d32ecfa946
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/7a101189cbd5a073488e997996e15398cc42da45f1799f8ea5385f0d2fd17818
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/a11767db9058df646d02a416b07c1c9773d3d7a66bc6a03edd381aa71a0961db
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/case/85f123d4551c807e9e484e335ebd17f891d766cdabdb8a23549503e7b3ac812c

